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The Importance of Equity and Access in Expanded Learning Time 

One of the most criƟcal educaƟon issues facing Vermont is the significant pro-

ficiency gap between students who live in poor and low-income households 

and those who do not. Vermont students who qualify for free or reduced-price 

lunch tend to score lower on both reading and math proficiency tests regard-

less of gender or grade level. 1 

Importance of Summer 

Learning 

Studies show that students tend to lose about two months of grade level 

equivalency in mathemaƟcal skills over the summer. Low income students also 

lose ground in reading achievement.2 Research has shown that up to two-

thirds of the academic achievement gap between lower and higher income 

youth can be explained by unequal access to summer learning opportuniƟes, 

such as those offered by quality aŌerschool and summer learning programs.3 

Importance of  

AŌerschool Programs 

Recent research also demonstrates that more consistent Ɵme spent in aŌer-

school acƟviƟes during the elementary years is linked to narrowing the profi-

ciency gap. In one such study, income differences in math achievement were 

eliminated for elementary students who had consistent parƟcipaƟon in aŌer-

school. 4 

The Challenge of 

Unequal Access 

Similar supports to learning can be found in Vermont’s expanded learning pro-

grams.5 However, the aŌerschool and summer learning opportuniƟes that a 

Vermont child has access to vary greatly depending on family income and on 

what community they live in. For instance, 70-80% of public schools in Ver-

mont offer summer programming, but less than half of these schools (45%) 

operate at the recommended level of five weeks or more. One-third of the 

schools that offer summer programming (32%) are open for only 1-3 hours per 

day for just a few weeks. Likewise, access to quality aŌerschool programming 

also varies and finding affordable opƟons can be parƟcularly challenging in 

Vermont’s small rural towns.  

A legislaƟve working group be formed to look at issues of equity and access 

with regards to aŌerschool and summer learning programs in Vermont. 

Vermont’s Academic 

Achievement Gap 

AcƟon Needed:  
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Vermont Afterschool’s Mission 

To support organizaƟons in providing quality aŌerschool, summer, and expanded learning experiences 

so that Vermont’s children and youth have the opportuniƟes, skills, and resources they need to become 

healthy, producƟve members of society.  
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Population Level Outcomes 

 

 

 Increased Affordable OpƟons for Care 

 Increased Hours of Programming 

 Increased Access to Programs 

 Decreased Family Stress 

 Increased Workforce Reliability 

 Increased Employment OpportuniƟes 

SupporƟng Student Success 

SupporƟng Working Families 

 Improved School AƩendance Rates 

 Increased Student Engagement 

 Decreased School Behavior Referrals 

 Increased Post-Secondary AspiraƟons 

 Increased College CompleƟon Rates 

 Decreased Achievement Gap 

 Increased Healthy Behaviors 

 Increased Healthy RelaƟonships 

 Increased Adult Role Models 

 Increased Interests & Hobbies 

 Increased AuthenƟc Youth Leadership 

 Increased OpportuniƟes for Mastery 

 SupporƟng PosiƟve Youth 

Development 

Quality Afterschool and Summer Learning 
Programs Impact Three Key Areas 


